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On October 15, 2008, several PGA East members partici-
pated in the Second Annual Career Day at the Academy 
for Careers in Television and Film, sharing their work ex-
perience and answering students’ questions. This new 
public high school specializing in fi lm and television pro-
duction is located in Long Island City, Queens.

The Academy is the brainchild of the New York Produc-
tion Alliance (NYPA), an industry advocacy organization 
whose members include a cross section of organizations 
(including the PGA) in the fi lm and television business. 
NYPA originated the idea a few years ago, recognizing the 
need for a school that prepares students with the requisite 
skills and knowledge to transition into a post-secondary 
environment and pursue a career in production success-
fully. Launched in September 2008, the program serves 
130 high school freshman students.

The Career Day panel included PGA East member, fea-
ture producer Adam Brightman, Gina Santonas, Opera-
tions Manager of Silvercup Studios East, and industry 
colleagues representing soap-opera production, a prop 
house, fi lm lab and commercial editing house. The stu-
dents (many were accompanied by their parents) listened 
attentively as each panelist explained what they did and 
how they came to do it. They cheered at the mention of 
television shows and movies they recognized such as 
Gossip Girl and Nick and Norah’s Infi nite Playlist. After-
ward, PGA members Marcia Mulé, Maura McGloin, Anna 
Sang Park, Nancy Goldman and PGA East student mem-
ber Tom Nikko circulated among the students to answer 
their questions. All throughout, several teams of Academy 
students shot footage of the event, which they will edit for 
their school archives for students and faculty to view.

–NANCY GOLDMAN

Career Day
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1.  Panelists at the “Career Day” for the Academy for Careers in Television 
and Film: (from left) PGA East’s Adam Brightman, Maria Macina, John 
Palestrini, PGA East’s Gina Santonas, Syri Bieler, and Dominic Rom. 

2.   A focused Chris Hall assists in the production of the event.
3.   After the panel, PGA East student member Tom Nikko (right) 

mingles with students Crysta Machado and Jasmine Velez. 
4.   PGA East member Marcia Mulé (left) chats with students Dane Pierre 

and Orah Fields and parent Jasmine Fox.

Photos by Mark Dunetz

 1

 2

 3

 4

As this summer’s Produced By Conference comes togeth-
er, one of the most encouraging developments has been 
the multitude of veteran PGA members enlisting to serve 
on the Conference’s members-only Mentoring Roundta-
bles. “Mentoring is a joy!” enthuses seasoned independent 
feature producer Sarah Green (The New World, Frida). “It’s 
great to remind ourselves how much we have learned over 
the years and to keep fresh to new ways of doing things.” 
Green is among the 23 PGA members 
to date who have volunteered to offer 
their experience and perspective to 
fellow PGA members.

“Our Guild has always made mentor-
ing a major priority,” says Conference 
Chair Gale Anne Hurd. “It’s a truly 
indispensible element of a success-
ful career, and one that our Guild is 
uniquely positioned to provide to its 
members. In assembling the Confer-
ence, it was clear from the start that 
mentoring would be a core focus for 
the event. And it’s been very gratify-
ing to see the passion that our pro-
fessional leaders in fi lm, television 
and new media have demonstrated 
when invited to be a part of it.”

Board member and PGA East Chair 
Emeritus David Picker (Leap of Faith, 
The Crucible) sees mentoring as “one 
way to give back to an industry that 
I love and that has been so good to 
me. Offering encouragement to those 
who are starting out creates a per-
sonal connection to those still fi nding 
their path.”

For television producer Sabrina Wind 
(Desperate Housewives), mentoring 
“is important to me for the same rea-
son the PGA is important to me — I 
take such pride in being a producer. 
That pride is not about me, but about 
our community. So making sure that 
our members have access to advice 

from more experienced producers is a simple and worth-
while way to help create more quality producers.”

That sentiment is echoed by summer blockbuster special-
ist Ian Bryce (Transformers, Spider-Man), who counts him-
self “fortunate to learn from many people over the years, 
and I hope I’m able to do my part to maintain that ideal 
with others… Sharing knowledge and experience gained 

in one’s life and career not only 
benefi ts other Guild members, but 
strengthens the Guild as a whole.”

Conference Chair Rachel Klein em-
phasized the exclusivity of the pro-
gram. “These Mentoring Roundtables 
are available only to PGA members, 
and only to the fi rst 300 members 
who register for the event. While the 
Produced By Conference will have 
something for everyone, we want to 
give our membership a special ben-
efi t for being a part of this gathering. 
This event is about giving our mem-
bers the insight and perspective to 
push them further in their careers, 
and there’s no better way to do that 
than sitting down and talking face-to-
face with someone at the top of our 
fi eld.”

“Having benefi ted so much from a 
tradition of mentorship,” concludes 
Sarah Green, “one naturally feels a 
desire to extend the same helping 
hand to others… There’s tremen-
dous satisfaction in helping a new 
storyteller bloom, whether creatively 
or practically, and seeing their voice 
take shape in the world.”

The Produced By Conference 
will take place June 5–7 at Sony 
Pictures Studios. Members can 
register now at www.producedby 
conference.com.  

THE MENTORS ARE COMING! THE MENTORS ARE COMING!  
Elite Producers Flocking to Produced By Conference
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MENTORS LIST
(to date)

Fred Baron

Betsy Beers

Thom Beers

Ian Bryce

Marc Cherry

Bruce Cohen

Carlton Cuse

RJ Cutler

Shawn Gold

Larry Gordon

Mark Gordon

Sarah Green

John Hadity

Marshall Herskovitz

Gale Anne Hurd

Hawk Koch

Gary Lucchesi

Lori McCreary

David Picker

Lydia Dean Pilcher

Lauren Shuler Donner

Screech Washington

Sabrina Wind
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